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1      INTRODUCTION 
 
 

 
On June 23, 2006 the California Department of Parks and Recreation 
(Department) released to the general public and public agencies the Preliminary 
General Plan/Draft Environmental Impact Report for Sinkyone Wilderness State 
Park (Park).  The proposed General Plan will guide future management direction 
at the Park.  It contains a comprehensive and integrated set of parkwide goals 
and guidelines for the long-term management of the Park that focus on protection 
of environmental resources, enhancements to visitor use and opportunities, and 
improvements to administration and operations of the Park.  In addition, the 
General Plan includes proposed park development and designates appropriate 
land uses. 
 
The Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR) that is included in the Preliminary 
General Plan contains the environmental analysis of potentially significant effects 
of the proposed project.  Together, the Draft EIR and this response to comments 
document constitute the Final Environmental Impact Report for the project. 
 
In accordance with Public Resources Code Section 21091 and CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15087, a 45-day public review period for the Draft EIR was provided.  
The public was advised of the availability of the Preliminary General Plan/Draft 
EIR through public notices and notification on the Department’s web site.  The 
public notice (Notice of Availability) was posted with the Mendocino County Clerk 
and Humboldt County Clerk.  Copies of the Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR 
were also available for review at the following locations:  Humboldt County 
Library (Main Branch, Rio Dell Branch, Fortuna Branch, Garberville Branch), 
Mendocino County Library (Ukiah Branch, Fort Bragg Branch), Leggett Post 
Office, Sinkyone Wilderness State Park/Needle Rock Visitor Center, Richardson 
Grove Interpretive Association Ranger Office, Standish-Hickey State Recreation 
Area, Humboldt Redwoods Interpretive Association Visitor Center, California 
State Parks Northern Service Center, and on the State Parks web site. 
 
The public review period ended August 7, 2006.  During the public review period 
comments on the plan and the environmental issues evaluated in the Draft EIR 
were received from agencies, organizations, and individuals.  This document 
provides responses to written comments received during the 45-day public 
review period. 
 
The focus of the response to comments is on the disposition of environmental 
issues that have been raised in the comments, as specified by CEQA Guidelines 
Section 15088(b), but also includes responses related to planning considerations 
of the Preliminary General Plan. 
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All comments on the Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR and the responses 
thereto, are presented in this document, which is organized as follows: 
 

 Chapter 1 (Introduction) provides a brief overview of the proposed project, 
describes the requirements under CEQA for responding to the public 
comments received on the Draft EIR, and describes the organization of 
the Final EIR. 

 
 Chapter 2 (List of Commenters) provides a list, in table format, of all 

written comments received on the Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR 
during the public comment period.  

 
 Chapter 3 (Comments and Responses) provides a complete copy of, and 

responses to, written comments on the Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR 
received during the public review and comment period. 

 
 Chapter 4 (Recommended Changes to the General Plan) provides a 

reproduction of portions of the Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR with 
proposed revisions to text made in response to comments. 
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2      LIST OF COMMENTERS 
 
 
 
This chapter provides a list of all public comments received on the Preliminary 
General Plan/Draft EIR during the public review period.  Table 2-1 indicates the 
commenter/organization that prepared written comments and the date the 
comment(s) were postmarked and received.   
 

Table 2-1:  List of Written Comments Received 
 

Letter 
Number 

Commenter Agency/ 
Organization/ 
Individual 
Represented 

Date 
Postmarked 

Date Received

1 John Feliz  June 27, 2006 June 29, 2006 
1.1 Mark A. Wasser Kronick, Moskovitz, 

Tiedemann & Girard/ 
John Feliz 

Hand Delivered August 4, 2006 

2 Richard 
Gienger 

 August 7, 2006 August 9, 2006 

3 Richard 
Gienger 

 August 7, 2006 August 9, 2006 

3.1 Richard 
Gienger 

 E-mail August 14, 
2006 

4 Ryan Henson California Wilderness 
Coalition 

E-mail August 8, 2006 

5 Michael D. 
Rydjord 

 August 7, 2006 August 8, 2006 

6 Hawk Rosales InterTribal Sinkyone 
Wilderness Council 

August 7, 2006 August 9, 2006 

7 Megan Aiyana 
Gregori 

 August 8, 2006 August 10, 
2006 

8 Jeanette 
Pedersen 

Department of 
Forestry and Fire 
Protection 

Received by 
SCH on August 
10, 2006 

August 14, 
2006 

9 Carole Polasek Redwood Unit, Back 
Country Horsemen of 
California 

August 7, 2006 August 9, 2006 

10 Lynda Roush U.S. Department of 
the Interior, Bureau 
of Land Management 

August 15, 
2006 

August 18, 
2006 
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3      COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 
 
 
 

This chapter provides a complete copy of the written comments received on the 
Preliminary General Plan/Draft Environmental Impact Report for Sinkyone 
Wilderness State Park, and presents responses to significant environmental 
issues raised in the comments, as required by CEQA Guidelines Section 15132, 
as well as comments pertaining to the Preliminary General Plan. 
 
Each letter is reproduced in its entirety, including attachments.  Each letter and 
comments correspond to Table 2-1.  The responses to comments follow each 
letter.  Revisions to text in the General Plan/EIR are shown with a strikethrough 
or underline.  Text that has a strikethrough has been deleted from the General 
Plan/EIR.  Text that has been added is presented as single underlined. 
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Response to Letter 1 - John Feliz 
 
 
1A -  The General Plan maps do not specifically show that this parcel is 

privately owned.  However, you will note that the base maps do not 
include your property as part of the State Park.  At Duffy’s Reef, the 
boundary line moves inland around your parcel.  However, we will amend 
the maps to show your private parcel identified by the County as APN 
052-240-03 at the mouth of Duffy Creek.  Because this land is not 
included in the park, it does not have a designation in this General Plan. 

 
You have stated that you have an access road to your property from Four 
Corners which was built by Sid Green who was logging in the area in 
1957.  You also stated that this road was maintained as an open fire 
control road for a long time and that you have used it since 1964 to gain 
access to your parcel.  The Department is not aware of an existing road at 
this location that would provide access to your parcel. However, Briceland 
Road does currently extend to Orchard Camp. 
 
It is the Department’s intent that the existing management that keeps the 
Briceland Road (a county road) to Railroad Camp open in the non-rainy 
season will stay the same. You and members of the public may use the 
Briceland Road, extending to Orchard Camp whenever it is open.  
 
The placement and use of all park roads and trails will be subject to more 
detailed planning and analysis as part of a future Roads and Trails 
Management Plan.  On page 3-27 of the Preliminary General Plan, a goal 
statement and related guidelines are provided for roads and trails, as 
indicated below:   

Goal RT-1:  Manage and maintain public and administrative access to 
the Park and its periphery through a system of sustainable roads and 
trails that is consistent with protecting Park resources and maintaining 
state wilderness values.  Develop a comprehensive road and trails 
management plan. 

Guideline RT-1C:  Evaluate the Park’s entire roads and trails system 
and prepare a Roads and Trails Management Plan with guidelines for 
the management of existing roads and trails.  This management plan 
should guide the placement and use of any future roads, trails, and trail 
camps.  Work with Mendocino County to evaluate options to transfer 
ownership of Briceland Road from Four Corners to Bear Harbor to 
State Parks. 

 
1B -  The Department does not anticipate negative environmental impacts to 

your property as a result of implementing the General Plan. 



 
1C -  The Sinkyone Wilderness State Park General Plan does not address any 

use or enjoyment that you may obtain for your property.  The use and 
enjoyment of that property is regulated by other state and local 
government laws, including but not limited to Mendocino County and the 
California Coastal Commission. 

 



 
Response to Letter 1.1 – Mark A. Wasser/ Kronick, Moskovitz, Tiedemann & 
Girard (representing John Feliz) 
 
 
1.1A - The Department has followed the CEQA Guidelines to develop the Draft 

EIR in order to disclose and analyze any significant adverse 
environmental impacts resulting from implementing the General Plan. 
Your comment regarding the failure to disclose and analyze significant 
impacts cannot be adequately addressed because you have failed to 
provide any specific details for our response.  The environmental analysis 
is programmatic in scope and does not contain project-specific analysis, 
as discussed on page ES-3 and Section 4.3.1 of the Preliminary General 
Plan/Draft EIR. 

 
1.1B - The General Plan does not state that Briceland Road, which appears to be 

the road Mr. Feliz is referring to in his letter dated 6/27/06, will be closed, 
removed, or damaged.  Please see response 1A regarding access issues. 

  
1.1C - You have not identified any specific restrictions the general plan has 

placed on Mr. Feliz’s property; therefore, we cannot specifically address 
this concern.  Please see response 1C regarding property restrictions or 
possible uses of the property. 





Response to Letter 2 – Richard Gienger 
 
 
2A - An extension of the review and comment period on the Sinkyone 

Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR was denied because an extended 
review period would have made it extremely difficult to schedule the State 
Park and Recreation Commission hearing this year in Northern California 
for consideration and adoption of the Sinkyone Wilderness SP General 
Plan.  The Department has complied with the CEQA requirements for 
public review and comment.  The 45-day comment period began on June 
23rd and ended August 7, 2006.  Copies of the Preliminary General 
Plan/Draft EIR were made available for review in several locations in 
Humboldt and Mendocino counties, as well as in Sacramento and from the 
State Parks Internet web page.  The Department has considered all the 
comments received, and has provided responses to the pertinent CEQA-
related issues in finalizing the EIR. 







Response to Letter 3 – Richard Gienger 
 
 
3A - Input from the community is always valued and given careful 

consideration. The Department of Parks and Recreation has adopted a 
tiered planning approach that will provide additional opportunities for 
public participation as specific management plans, such as vegetation and 
wildfire management, are developed. The North Coast Redwoods District 
staff recognizes that the development and implementation of the 
vegetation and wildfire management plans are a high priority upon 
adoption of the General Plan and will solicit public input. However, we 
believe we can solicit input and communicate with the community without 
having to establish a formal Citizens Advisory Committee. General plans 
do not guarantee funding for the purpose of plan implementation. 

 
3B -  In the Sinkyone Wilderness preferred alternative, Briceland Road (Needle 

Rock Road), transits the northern portion of the Wilderness and provides 
alternate recreation opportunities within the park. Vehicle access to 
Needle Rock via Briceland Road is consistent with past practices, and 
should especially benefit elderly and disabled visitors. Although traversing 
a designated wilderness area, the lands on either side of this county road 
will be managed consistent with the values of the State Park Wilderness 
classification. The road itself is not part of the designated State 
Wilderness.  It is the Department’s common practice to exclude roadways 
from wilderness areas. 

 
The Department envisions that universal accessibility be integrated into 
the Department’s culture and embodied in its programs, providing visitors, 
regardless of their abilities, with high-quality recreational opportunities 
while preserving the integrity of the park’s resources.  The following 
guideline additions will be included in the final general plan: 

 
Guideline RT-1C:  Evaluate the Park’s entire roads and trails system 
and prepare a Roads and Trails Management Plan with guidelines for 
the management of existing roads and trails.  This management plan 
should guide the placement and use of any future roads, trails, and trail 
camps, and evaluate opportunities for non-motorized transportation for 
the elderly and disabled persons.  Work with Mendocino County to 
evaluate options to transfer ownership of Briceland Road from Four 
Corners to Bear Harbor to State Parks. 
 
Guideline RT – 1F:  Provide universal access to all park facilities, 
such as buildings, trails, campsites, and picnic sites and their contents, 
parking, and routes of travel where feasible (see reference to 
accessibility guidelines in section 2.2, Planning Influences). 

 



3C - As previously indicated, within the Department of Parks and Recreation, 
the General Plan is intended as a guiding document that enables 
subsequent, more detailed, management plans.  Management plans are 
more specific to a particular plan element, and typically require a more in-
depth review well beyond the scope of a General Plan.   For example, on 
page 3-26 of the Preliminary General Plan, the Fire Hazards and 
Management section stipulates the goal to develop a coordinated fire 
suppression plan and a prescribed fire management plan.  Also see 
responses to 8F and 8G. 

 
3D - Please see response 8A and 8B regarding sudden oak death. 
 
3E -  Future property acquisitions from willing sellers for the purpose of 

combining several small isolated parcels within the park or obtaining 
properties that help achieve goals within the General Plan may be 
considered. Additional discussion is provided in the General Plan on page 
2-81 in the Existing Conditions section regarding the Department’s 
opportunities and conditions for potential linkages and coordinating future 
land management and use. 

 
3F - Please see Response 2A regarding time extensions.     
 
  







Response to Letter 3.1 – Richard Gienger 
 
 
3.1A - Please see Response 2A regarding the review and approval schedule for 

the Sinkyone Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR. 
 
3.1B - General plans are required by law prior to the development of a park unit 

and serve as a programmatic environmental impact report.  The 
Department of Parks and Recreation recognizes the need for general 
plans having a broader scope with a focus on purpose and direction, so 
that these guiding documents will be more enduring and adaptable to 
future changing conditions.  While the vision and goals of an adopted 
general plan remain constant, specific approaches for implementation can 
adjust with new technology, changing circumstances and visitor needs.  
Subsequent future management plans (such as a Roads and Trails 
Management Plan) will be consistent with the goals and guidelines 
presented in the General Plan and will provide a more comprehensive 
analysis which is not appropriate at the general plan level. General plans 
no longer have specified timeframes; they will be reconsidered for 
amendments or revisions when circumstances and needs dictate. 

  
Specific to roads and trails, the Preliminary General Plan provides the 
guidance for future planning as follows: 

 
Goal RT-1:  Manage and maintain public and administrative access to 
the Park and its periphery through a system of sustainable road and 
trails that is consistent with protecting Park resources and maintaining 
state wilderness values. Develop a comprehensive road and trails 
management plan. [Emphasis added.] 

 
Guideline RT-1C:  Evaluate the Park’s entire roads and trails system 
and prepare a Roads and Trails Management Plan with guidelines for 
the management of existing roads and trails.  This management plan 
should guide the placement and use of any future roads, trails, and trail 
camps.  Work with Mendocino County to evaluate options to transfer 
ownership of Briceland Road from Four Corners to Bear Harbor to 
State Parks. 

 
The alternatives presented in the Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR 
comply with CEQA Guidelines (Section 15126.6) for alternatives analysis 
by describing and evaluating a range of reasonable alternatives to the 
proposed project. The General Plan has presented an evaluation of 
Alternative 2 – Maximum Wilderness Alternative. 

 
3.1C - It is Department policy to manage for ecological systems as opposed to 

single species.  Natural resource restoration efforts, as guided in this plan, 



will include plant composition assessments and the reintroduction of 
appropriate species.     

 
 





Response to Letter 4 – California Wilderness Coalition, Ryan Henson, Policy 
Director 
 
 
4A -  The Department appreciates your comments and support for the State 

Wilderness designation, as described in the General Plan’s Preferred 
Alternative. 

 
 























Response to Letter 5 – Michael Rydjord 
 
 
5A -  The General Plan is the primary management document for a park, 

establishing its purpose and management direction for the future.  This 
document also constitutes the Environmental Impact Report, as required 
by the Public Resources Code.  Preparation of this document follows 
specific general plan guidelines adopted by the Department of Parks and 
Recreation. 

 
Public involvement has been an important component throughout this 
planning process.  The general plan review process has included various 
methods to involve the public and to receive public input, including public 
meetings and workshops, user surveys, interviews, and a formal public 
review and comment period.  Park visitors, local residents, specific user 
groups, and agencies have provided important information and concerns 
regarding the future of the park. 

 
5B -  The Department of Parks and Recreation recognizes the need for general 

plans having broader scope with a focus on purpose and direction, so that 
the guiding document will be more adaptable and enduring.  While the 
goals of an adopted general plan remain constant, specific approaches for 
implementation can adjust with new technology, changing circumstances 
and visitor needs.  Subsequent management plans addressing specific 
management needs, such as roads and trails, are enabled by the General 
Plan.   

 
Trail construction and maintenance, including brushing and clearing of 
existing trails, can be accomplished with hand tools. This approach is 
commonly used at state wilderness park units. Your statement that the 
plan should address a formula for transition to non-mechanized equipment 
is acknowledged.  Please see Response 8F regarding the Department’s 
guidelines and policies pertaining to the management of State Wilderness. 

 
5C -  The former Hotel Gulch Road is currently designated as a trail for public 

use and is known as Hotel Gulch Trail.  The use of roads as trails is 
consistent with other State Parks in California.  Exhibits in the final 
General Plan will be revised to read “Hotel Gulch Trail.” 

 
5D -  There are no designated camping sites along the Hotel Gulch Trail.  The 

following text revisions will be made in the final General Plan/EIR: 
 

Section 2.1.1, Existing Land Use, Parkwide Land Uses    
 

The Hotel Gulch trail is available for horses from Usal Beach 
Campground to Wheeler. Some trail camps are available along the 



trail. 
 

5E -  The Needle Rock to Orchard Camp section of Briceland Road is 
composed of native earth and gravel.  As such, the road cannot withstand 
motor vehicle use during wet winter months.  All season vehicle use on 
this road section will result in deep tire ruts, eventually gullies, and 
ultimately complete roadbed deterioration.   

 
5F - The Department appreciates your comments and additional information 

regarding demographics and visitor use at the Park.  The following text 
revisions will be made in the final General Plan/EIR: 

 
Section 2.1.3, Demographic Profile, Local and Regional Residents   
 

The local and regional residents constitute a large portion of Park 
visitors (40% annually).  In addition, local schools and the California 
Conservation Corps (CCC) use the Park for educational opportunities 
and also provide help to park maintenance staff in the form of manual 
labor (e.g., manual vegetation removal).  Local schools and the CCC 
account for approximately 20% of the Park visitors.  Another 20% of 
Park visitors are Bay Area residents.  The remaining percentage is a 
combination of Other visitors to the Park include California residents 
from other regions, including the Bay Area, as well as out-of-state and 
international visitors. 

 
5G - Currently there are no weather recording instruments within the Park.  

Park hosts have made daily weather observations and have recorded 
them in the daily logbook at the Needle Rock Visitor Center.  We agree 
that observations suggest that rainfall is usually less along the coast than 
in inland areas such as Shadowbrook. 

 
5H - Thank you for the clarification.  The following text revisions will be made in 

the final General Plan/EIR: 
 

Section 2.1.4, Physical Resources, Meteorology      
 

Sunny days occur along the coast on an average of 55% of the time 
over the course of a year, fluctuating from 45% in the winter to 65% 
during the rest of the year.  The same amount of sunshine reaches 
inland, however in the summer it can increase up to 80% inland.  Fog 
reaches its maximum during July and August on the coast, where it 
coastal fog can be is usually present 15-18% of the time days of the 
month. 
 

5I -  The Plan acknowledges Bear Harbor Creek as a small second-order 
ocean tributary, and Jackass Creek as a larger third-order ocean tributary.  



Within the Plan, reference to these creeks and their respective lagoons is 
included to highlight their hydrologic similarities. 

 
5J - The road from Needle Rock to Orchard Camp, in terms of surface 

conditions and maintenance requirements, is essentially the same.  
Mendocino County no longer maintains this road from the north side of 
Flat Rock Creek to Orchard Camp. 

 
5K - Exhibit 2-2, Topography, will be reviewed.  Within the Plan, map resolution 

varies according to the intended application. This map is intended to be 
illustrative, as it was derived from GIS modeling data.  We will attempt to 
make this exhibit more accurate or substitute it with a USGS topography 
map. 

 
5L - It is correct that Roosevelt elk migrated into the Park after being 

introduced into the Kings Range in the early 1980s. The following text 
revisions will be made in the final General Plan/EIR: 

 
 Section 2.1.5, Biological Resources, Other Forest-associated Species 

 
Roosevelt elk were introduced into the Kings Range and are known 
from the Park since the 1980sreintroduced into the Park in 1982.  
Historically, elk inhabited moist forests and coastal areas from San 
Francisco Bay north to Vancouver Island, but populations were 
extirpated by over-hunting. 
 

5M - Briceland Road from Four Corners to Needle Rock is typically open during 
the rainy season as road conditions allow.  However, during this season 
periodic closure of the road for emergency repairs is not uncommon.  The 
section of road from Needle Rock to Orchard Camp is closed during the 
rainy season to reduce the surface damage associated with motor 
vehicles.  Overnight parking occurs at Needle Rock and Orchard Camp.  
The following text revision will be made in the final General Planl/EIR: 

 
 Section 2.1.9, Recreational Resources, Recreational Facilities  
 

Briceland Road (County Road 435) runs parallel to the coast within the 
Park starting at Four Corners and ending at Orchard Camp.  The road 
is narrow, and subject to washouts., and The section of road from 
Needle Rock to Orchard Camp is closed during the rainy season. 

 
5N -  The Department appreciates your comments regarding camping facilities.  

The following revisions will be made in the final General Plan/EIR:    
 

 
 



Section 2.1.9, Recreational Resources, Recreation Facilities 
 

Table 2-5 
Existing Recreation Facilities in Sinkyone Wilderness State Park 

Total Facility Description # Sites Visitor Capacity 
Family Camping Facilities 

Primitive/undeveloped (up to 8 people and two vehicles, 
tent space, stove, table, and nearby piped water, 
chemical or vault toilet)

52 416 

Developed 0 0 
RV Hookup 0 0 
Trail Campsite 12 96 
Hike-in or Bike Campsite 0 0 

 
 
 The Low Gap Trail was determined to have a problematic alignment and it 

was in poor condition.  It has been removed.  Determinations regarding an 
alternative alignment for the Low Gap Trail will be made during the 
development of a Roads and Trails Management Plan.   

 
5O - The Needle Rock Beach trail was removed due to chronic geologic 

instability and archeological issues.  The Department does not plan on 
providing a trail to this beach. 

 
5P - Needle Rock was definitely in existence prior to the 1920s.  The following 

text revisions will be made in the final General Plan/EIR: 
 
 Section 2.1.10, Operational Facilities, Buildings    
 

Sinkyone Wilderness SP includes 14 buildings that are located 
throughout the Park and 21 vault toilets. The most well known and 
most often used buildings are the Needle Rock Visitor Center and the 
old barn house, both located on the north end of the Park on Briceland 
Road.  Needle Rock was a small settlement that was well established 
inby the early 1900s1920s as a shipping point and dairy operation.  
The Needle Rock Visitor Center was the home of the Calvin Cooper 
Stewart family that settled at Needle Rock. 
 

5Q - Your comments regarding roads and park circulation have been noted.  
Revisions to the general plan are not recommended. 

 
5R - The Department appreciates your comments regarding parking at Orchard 

Camp. Further development of a Roads and Trails Management Plan will 
review and establish appropriate parking densities for parking throughout 
the Park.  The following revisions will be made in the final General 



Plan/EIR: 
 
 Section 2.1.11, Circulation, Parking    
 

Limited parking is available in the Park.  Several parking places are 
available at the Needle Rock Visitor Center and approximately 5 are 
available at Orchard Camp.  At the southern end of the Park, Usal 
Beach Campground and Usal Beach also provide parking areas. 
 

5S - The Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR emphasizes cooperation among 
fire suppression agencies, as stated in the following guideline on page 3-
26 of the Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR: 

 
Guideline FIRE-1A:  Coordinate with appropriate fire suppression 
agencies, such as the California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection (CDF) and local volunteer fire departments, to develop a 
Wildfire Management Plan for the Park.  The plan should address all 
aspects of wildfire planning, including prevention, pre-suppression, and 
suppression.  The plan should identify modified fire suppression 
methods and ways to protect sensitive park resources.  Wildfire 
protection and suppression activities will be accomplished in 
accordance with the existing Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) 
between the Department and CDF and the wildfire management plan, 
once approved. 
 

5T - The Department is committed to achieving programmatic access 
throughout the State Park System and in each of the parks.  Although this 
trail does not currently meet ADA standards, it may be evaluated for 
opportunities to improve accessibility. 

 
5U - The Department appreciates your comments and understands your 

concerns and the on-going costs of road maintenance. 
 
5V - The Department of Parks and Recreation must explore all opportunities to 

provide high quality recreation experiences for future generations.  
Increasing demands for access to Sinkyone Wilderness State Park may 
require the creation of alternative staging areas near the Park in an effort 
to maintain the intended wilderness values within the Park.  

 
5W -  The use of a solar system at Needle Rock House should reduce the use of 

other forms of energy.  For clarification, the following text revisions will be 
made in the final General Plan/EIR:  

 
Section 4.5.7 Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Impact Analysis 

 
Implementation of the General Plan would not result in a substantial 



increase in the use of hazardous materials (e.g. propane) within the 
Park.  Day-to-day operation of the Park does not involve the transport 
or disposal of hazardous materials, and the Park would continue to 
contract with licensed providers of propane.  The Department recently 
installed a solar system at the Needle Rock House, which significantly 
reduced dependence upon the use of propane, thereby and may 
reduceing the need to transport propane into the Park.  All use of 
hazardous materials, as well as the development of new storage tanks 
or areas, would be in compliance with state and federal laws and 
regulations. Furthermore, the park is not located within one-quarter 
mile of a school or airport. 

 
5X - As California’s population continues to increase and diversify, the demand 

for coastal and inland recreational opportunities at Sinkyone Wilderness 
SP is likely to increase, both in the number of visitors and in the types of 
recreational activities and facilities future visitors might seek. This general 
plan presents goals and supporting guidelines to provide a high quality 
recreational experience to visitors as well as to provide essential facilities 
to support wilderness and non-wilderness uses.   

 
As explained in Chapter 4, Environmental Analysis, this general plan and 
EIR were prepared to address environmental impacts that may result from 
the implementation of the management goals and guidelines, as well as 
from area-specific management.  Emphasis is given to potentially 
significant environmental impacts that may result from all future Park 
management, development, and uses within the Park that are consistent 
with these goals and guidelines. 

 
The General Plan states that:  “Implementation of the General Plan may 
result in increased human activities throughout the Park.  The increase in 
interaction between visitors and wildland habitat would increase the risk of 
wildland fires, which may affect visitors to the Park and adjacent 
properties.” Although the precise amount of increased future use is 
unknown, these statements are made as a disclosure of potential impacts 
that may occur.  This assessment was based on the permitted use and 
opportunities described in the guidelines for recreation, facilities, 
interpretation and education in Section 3.2.1 of the General Plan.  As 
stated in the Chapter 4, Environmental Analysis, page 4-18, 
“Implementation of Goal FIRE-1A through FIRE-1C would ensure 
monitoring and discouragement of activities that may start wildland fires, 
and would ensure the provision of information to visitors on Park rules 
regarding bonfires, fire crackers, and other inappropriate activities that 
may start fires.” 

 
Please see Response 5B regarding the use of non-mechanized 
maintenance methods in the wilderness areas. 









































Response to Letter 6 – InterTribal Sinkyone Wilderness Council, Hawk Rosales, 
Executive Director 
 
 
6A -  The Department acknowledges the suggested text revisions regarding 

cultural resources provided to us in the letter attachments.  Thank you for 
this information.  The majority of these suggestions will be incorporated 
into the General Plan. Revisions will be made for clarity and accuracy in 
Section 2.1.6 Cultural Resources (pgs. 2-55 to 2-60 in the Preliminary 
General Plan/Draft EIR); Section 2.3 Issues Analysis, Cultural Resources 
(pg. 2-81 in the Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR); Section 3.2.1 
Parkwide Goals and Guidelines, Cultural Resources (pgs. 3-15 to 3-17 in 
the Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR); and Section 4.5.2 Cultural 
Resources (pgs. 4-9 to 4-10 in the Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR).  
The specific text revisions are located in Chapter 4 of this Response to 
Comments document. 

 
6B -  An extension of the review and comment period on the Sinkyone 

Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR was denied because an extended 
review period would have made it extremely difficult to schedule the State 
Park and Recreation Commission hearing this year in Northern California 
for consideration and adoption of the Sinkyone Wilderness SP General 
Plan.  The Department has complied with the CEQA requirements for 
public review and comment.  The 45-day comment period began on June 
23rd and ended August 7, 2006.  Copies of the Preliminary General 
Plan/Draft EIR were made available for review in several locations in 
Humboldt and Mendocino counties, as well as in Sacramento and from the 
State Parks Internet web page.  The Department has considered all the 
comments received, and has provided responses to the pertinent CEQA-
related issues in finalizing the EIR.  

 
 





Response to Letter 7 – Megan Aiyana Gregori 
 
 
7A -  The Department appreciates your comments and support for the proposed 

State Wilderness designation. 
 









Response to Letter 8 – California Department of Forestry and Fire Protection 
(CDF), Jeanette Pedersen, Division Chief, Forest Practice 
 
 
8A -  Our Department acknowledges the stated fact that the Sinkyone 

Wilderness SP is located within the State’s regulated area for 
Phytophthora ramorum, the known cause of sudden oak death; also, that 
the park lies within two Board of Forestry and Fire Protection declared 
Zones of Infestation (ZOI):  the Coastal Pitch Canker ZOI and the Sudden 
Oak Death ZOI.  We will include this reference in the final General Plan, 
Section 3.2.1, with the following guideline for resource management and 
coordination with CDF and other jurisdictions: 

 
The new general plan guideline will read as follows: 

 
Guideline NR- 1N:   Develop management strategies to reduce and, 
where possible, eliminate causes and effects of forest pest outbreaks, 
specifically the occurrence of pitch canker and/or sudden oak death. 

 
8B -  Our Department agrees that the spread of forest pests and their effects on 

resources is a concern for park management.  The following text revisions 
will be made in the final General Plan/EIR: 

Section 3.2.1, Subsection: Natural Resources Management 

The unique hydrologic and geomorphic processes of the 
California Coast Range and the influence of the Pacific Ocean 
have resulted in a mosaic of natural communities providing 
important habitat for many plant, fish and wildlife species.  
Allowing natural processes to occur is crucial for the 
perpetuation of healthy ecosystems at Sinkyone Wilderness SP.  
Where natural processes have been substantially altered or 
interrupted by human influences, attempts should be made to 
restore processes to more natural conditions.  Restoration 
activities should be directed toward self-maintaining levels, 
where possible. The non-human spread of forest pests can also 
significantly affect forest conditions and the health of specific 
plant species, such as native populations of pine and oaks, 
necessitating effective management strategies for their control. 

 



Section 3.2.1, Subsection Plant Life 

Invasive Weeds 
The presence of invasive weeds disrupts natural processes and 
may degrade natural plant communities, including sensitive 
riparian areas and other important wildlife habitats that are 
critical to maintaining naturally functioning ecosystems within 
Sinkyone Wilderness SP.  Proactive control of invasive weeds at 
Sinkyone Wilderness SP, therefore, is an important component 
to natural resource management. 

Invasive Pests 
The presence of invasive pests, especially the invasive exotic 
pest Phytophthora ramorum, the cause of sudden oak death, 
can also degrade natural plant communities.  A concern of 
sudden oak death mortality is the potential for invasive weed 
species to occupy the newly disturbed areas. 

 
8C -  The parkwide Cultural Resources Management Plan (CRMP), as 

proposed in Guideline CUL-1C, will address protecting tanoak and bay 
tree species, which are cultural resources of Native Americans. 

 
8D - The Aesthetic goals and guidelines included in the general plan (section 

3.2.1, Aesthetics) will guide the Department in defining characteristics, 
developing objectives, and working with others to ensure that aesthetic 
standards and alternatives are identified and implemented in a 
cooperative Aesthetic Resource Management Plan.  Alternatives to 
suppress forest pests may also be addressed in specific management 
plans for cultural and natural resources. 

 
8E -  General plans prepared for State Park System units do not specify exactly 

“how” and “when” plan implementation will occur.  Implementation of most 
general plan proposals is subject to available funding and staffing 
requirements.  Management plans called for in the general plan are based 
on more detailed information and could include priorities or timelines for 
implementation of program measures.  However, a Wildfire Management 
Plan was prepared for Sinkyone Wilderness State Park and submitted to 
CDF in 1999.  We would like to work with CDF to update that plan as 
needed, and review specific prescribed burn plans as appropriate. 

 



8F -  The Department recognizes the importance of access into designated 
wilderness for fire suppression activities.  State Parks will follow the 
guidelines and policies in the Department Operations Manual (DOM), 
Chapter 0300, Natural Resources, pertaining to the management of state 
wilderness.  DOM Section 0304.2.6, State Wilderness, states:   

 
“State Wildernesses shall be protected and managed so as to 
preserve their natural conditions. There shall be no commercial 
enterprise and no permanent road within any wilderness area.  
Management measures may be taken as necessary for the 
control of fire, insects, and diseases.” [Emphasis added]. 

 
The authorized use of mechanized equipment in state wilderness areas is 
described in DOM Section 0304.5.4, Management Use of Mechanized 
Equipment in State Wilderness, which states:    

 
“Based on wilderness statutes and their intent, and statues 
mandating that the Department restore and maintain resources, 
the use of motorized equipment, motor vehicles or vessels, or 
other forms of mechanized transport in designated wilderness 
areas may be considered only when necessary for emergencies 
involving the health and safety of persons or when the primary 
management purpose is for necessary natural or cultural 
resource protection and restoration.  In balancing the need to 
protect solitude and primitive recreation, the following conditions 
apply to the Department’s use of mechanized equipment, 
including vehicles, in wilderness areas: 

a. Reasonable alternatives to mechanized equipment do not 
exist; 

b.  A significant resource management need exists, and the 
result of the work will be substantially unnoticed; 

c. The use of the mechanized equipment is non-recurring, 
and shall be minimized; and 

d. The District Superintendent shall provide prior written 
approval, assuring the above requirements will be met.” 

 
8G -  The Guideline FIRE-1D will be revised as follows: 
 

Guideline FIRE-1D:  Educate visitors about the importance of fire 
as an ecological process that is essential to the health of the 
Park’s plant and animal communities.  This would include the 
risks of wildland fire, as well as fire prevention methods.









Response to Letter 9 – Redwood Unit, Back Country Horsemen of California, 
Carole Polasek, Chair, Public Lands Committee 
 
 
9A -  The Department appreciates your comments and support for the proposed 

Wilderness and backcountry recreational uses. 







Response to Letter 10 – Bureau of Land Management, Lynda Roush, Arcata 
Field Manager 
 
 
10A -  The Department appreciates your comments and support for the proposed 

State Wilderness designation along the Sinkyone coastline.  At the time 
that specific management plans are prepared, our Department will contact 
the BLM Arcata Field Office to coordinate resource and recreation 
management programs and provisions for visitor access between State 
Park lands, the King Range NCA,  and the Lost Coast National Recreation 
Trail.   



4      RECOMMENDED CHANGES TO THE GENERAL PLAN 
 
 
 

This chapter contains recommended revisions to the Preliminary General 
Plan/Draft EIR for Sinkyone Wilderness State Park made subsequent to its public 
release and the public review process.  All revisions are a result of responses to 
comments detailed in Chapter 3.  Text revisions are organized by the page 
numbers that appear in the Preliminary General Plan/Draft EIR.  The Final 
General Plan/EIR may include additional minor revisions in order to ensure 
accuracy of information presented in the plan. 
 
 
Page 2-2, Parkwide Land Uses, will be revised to read: 
 

The Hotel Gulch trail is available for horses from Usal Beach Campground 
to Wheeler. Some trail camps are available along the trail. 

 
Page 2-8, Local and Regional Residents, will be revised to read: 
 

The local and regional residents constitute a large portion of Park visitors 
(40% annually).  In addition, local schools and the California Conservation 
Corps (CCC) use the Park for educational opportunities and also provide 
help to park maintenance staff in the form of manual labor (e.g., manual 
vegetation removal).  Local schools and the CCC account for 
approximately 20% of the Park visitors.  Another 20% of Park visitors are 
Bay Area residents.  The remaining percentage is a combination of Other 
visitors to the Park include California residents from other regions, 
including the Bay Area, as well as out-of-state and international visitors. 

 
Page 2-10, Meteorology, will be revised to read: 
 

Sunny days occur along the coast on an average of 55% of the time over 
the course of a year, fluctuating from 45% in the winter to 65% during the 
rest of the year.  The same amount of sunshine reaches inland, however 
in the summer it can increase up to 80% inland.  Fog reaches its 
maximum during July and August on the coast, where it coastal fog can be 
is usually present 15-18% of the time days of the month. 

 
Page 2-54, Other Forest-associated Species, will be revised to read: 
 

Roosevelt elk were introduced into the Kings Range and are known from 
the Park since the 1980sreintroduced into the Park in 1982.  Historically, 
elk inhabited moist forests and coastal areas from San Francisco Bay 
north to Vancouver Island, but populations were extirpated by over-
hunting. 

Sinkyone Wilderness State Park  September 2006 
Final EIR – Response to Comments 95 



 
Page 2-55, Cultural Resources, will be revised to read: 

NATURAL HISTORY 

The topography, coastal setting, presence of numerous perennial and 
seasonal water sources, wide range of floral and faunal species and other 
natural resources made this region a prime location for human indigenous 
peoples’ habitation and economic pursuits over thousands of years.  The 
region’s history is rich in cultural heritage and land stewardship.  Aactivity 
associated with tanbark processing, shipping, logging, grazing and 
recreational industries is associated with the arrival of the area’s non-
native settlers. 

PREHISTORIC SETTING 

Archaeologists identify Tthe Paleo-Indian Period (10000 B.C. to 6000 
B.C.) saw as being the first demonstrated entry and spread of humans into 
California with most known sites being situated along lakeshores.  
Characteristic artifacts noted in the lithic assemblages include fluted 
projectile points and flaked crescents.  Numerous occurrences Examples 
of this Ppattern’s distinctive artifacts are reported and can be affiliated with 
documented assemblages in California and throughout North America.  
However, it is important to note that many North American Indian peoples 
do not subscribe to the theory that they migrated to those areas that are 
considered to be their historic territories.  Rather, most Indian tribal 
histories assert that its peoples were created within their lands. 

The beginning of Lower Archaic Period (6000 B.C. to 3000 B.C.) coincides 
with the middle Holocene climatic shift to more arid conditions that brought 
about the drying up of the pluvial lakes.  Indigenous peoples’ 
sSubsistence appears to have been focused more on plant foods although 
hunting clearly still provided important food and raw material sources.  
Settlement appeared to be semi-sedentary with little  

Page 2-56, Cultural Resources, will be revised to read: 

emphasis on material wealth.  Distinctive artifact types include large 
projectile points, milling slabs and handstones.

The Middle Archaic Period (3000 B.C. to 1000 B.C.) starts at the end of 
mid-Holocene climatic conditions when weather patterns became similar 
to present-day conditions.  Discernable cultural change was likely brought 
about in response to these changes in climate and accompanying 
variation in available floral and faunal resources.  Economic systems were 
more diversified and likely included the introduction of acorn various food 
processing technologyies.  Hunting remained an important source of food 
and raw materials although reliance on plant foods appears to have 
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dominated the subsistence system.  Typologically and technologically 
important artifacts characteristic of this period include the bowl mortar and 
pestle and the continued use of large projectile points.

A marked expansion of sociopolitical complexity marks the Upper Archaic 
Period (1000 B.C. to A.D. 500), with the development of status distinctions 
based upon material wealth.  Shell beads gained in significance as 
possible indicators of personal status and as important trade items.  This 
period retained the large projectile points in different forms, but the milling 
stone and handstone were replaced throughout most of California by the 
bowl mortar and pestle.

The Emergent Period (A.D. 500 to 1800) is distinguished by the advent of 
several social and technological and social changes., such as the bow and 
arrow.  The bow and arrow were introduced, ultimately replacing the atlatl.  
Territorial boundaries between groups became well established and were 
have been documented in early historic accounts. 

Cultural traits that distinguish this pattern include pre-interment grave-pit 
burning, tightly flexed burials and cremation.  Artifact assemblages include 
Dentalium shells, bone and antler harpoons, adzes, wedges and mauls, 
net sinkers, Haliotis ornaments, mortars and pestles (Moratto 1984). 

ETHNOGRAPHIC SETTING 

The area from the northern Mendocino coast to southern Humboldt was 
occupied by a group of five tribelets collectively called referred to by 
ethnologists as the Sinkyone.  These five groups spoke related 
Athabascan dialects and shared cultural similarities (Evans 1987).  
Numerous villages were recorded by Baumhoff (Evans 1987) though only 
one, Usal, was noted as being on the coast.  Estimates of pPre-contact 
populations estimates range from 740–4,000 individuals, based on various 
formulae, however Kroeber (1925) estimated that only approximately 200 
remained by 1910. 

Sinkyone villages were habitation was mainly located largely inland and in 
some instances along the coast, along rivers and drainages.  These would 
have been used primarily during winter.  In the other months, family 
Seasonally, groups would go to the hills to hunt or gather plant foods or to 
the coast to  

Page 2-57, Cultural Resources, will be revised to read: 

collect shellfish, fish, sea mammals, waterfowl or seaweed (Evans 1987).  
Seasonal salmon runs were especially important as a source of winter 
food. 
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Other products collected by the Sinkyone included iris, spruce, fern, hazel 
and redwood fibers for basketry or rope, skins for blankets or clothing, 
wood and horn for chisels, obsidian traded from distant locations, redwood 
for building slabs, madrone bark for structures, and shells for beads.  
Obsidian was traded from distant locations.

The “Indian Wars” of Humboldt and Mendocino (1860–1865) were spurred 
by the increasing American population in the area following California’s 
admittance to the Union.  In 1850, the California legislature passed laws 
making it possible to force Indians into labor and to bind their children over 
to white citizens.  These acts were met with some resistance, including a 
range of events from theft to murder.  A number of Many Indian families 
and tribal groups were massacred during these times. 

One such event has become notorious locally.  Sally Bell, a Wailaki 
Shelter Cove Sinkyone woman interviewed by Kroeber, saw her family 
massacred at near Needle Rock as a child.  She hid in the woods for 
several months until she was found by her brother, taken to Philipsville, 
and was subsequently raised by a white family.  She had either two or 
three Indian husbands, and eventually received a 160-acre allotment of 
land in the Sinkyone region, where she and at least one of her husbands 
and her family lived (Evans 1987). 

HISTORIC SETTING 

The first European settlers known in the project area were Archibald 
Hamilton and William Oliver, who claimed land in Shelter Cove in the 
1850s (Roscoe 2002).  Oliver was subsequently killed by Indians whom 
they he had accused of stealing cattle.  Hamilton then left the area, which 
was next homesteaded by the three Ray brothers, who married Indian 
women and settled at Shelter Cove Ranch. 

Settlers began occupying land around Bear Harbor in the 1860s, using the 
land for cattle and sheep grazing.  Until then, the only paths in routes 
leading into and through the area were Indian trails which generally 
followed ridgelines in from the coast.  The European settlers built the 
Humboldt Trail in 1862, which went to Eureka.  Another trail was built from 
the Eel River valley to Bear Harbor in 1865.  New settlers, including the 
Kaiser brothers, added to the industry in Bear Harbor.  Ranching, logging 
and tanbark operations expanded.  Surf landing spots for shipping soon 
gave way to wharfs and wire chutes (Roscoe 2002).  By 1890, a railroad 
had been constructed to run between the coast at Bear Harbor and J.B. 
Stetson’s sawmill, 3 miles inland. 

Bear Harbor continued to grow as a port, with concomitant expansion of 
the wharf and railroad line, as well as local ranches, timber shipping ports 
and other  
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Page 2-58, Cultural Resources, will be revised to read: 

businesses, residences, and a school.  Damage from the 1906 earthquake 
started the decline of the local industry.  The local school closed in 1908 
because of lack of work (and presumably people) in the area.  The town of 
Needle Rock likewise enjoyed a lumber boom, then bust (Roscoe 2002), 
and later converted to ranching.  Needle Rock Ranch included two 
residences, bunkhouses, other outbuildings, and a railway (DPR 1988). 

Northport (Anderson Landing) began as a shipping point developed by 
Robert Anderson in the 1870s using a wire chute (Roscoe 2002).  
Wheeler, located in the old Northport area, was one of the last logging 
company towns established in California.  Sawmill operations there 
commenced in 1948 and had shut down by 1959. 

Usal began as a ranching area, but lumber interests had moved into the 
area by 1888 (Roscoe 2002).  A small town, population approximately 
160, grew to support the business.  There were approximately 40 
buildings, a wharf, and sawmill. 

The towns of Needle Rock, Bear Harbor, Wheeler, Northport, and Usal 
Bear Harbor, Usal, Wheeler, Northport and Needle Rock all supported 
working communities, however successive waves of industry recycled or 
removed construction from the previous one, leaving little surface 
evidence of these activities today (Resource Protection Division 1988). 

Background Research 

Background research began with an interview with National Park Service 
archaeologist Karin Anderson, who provided an overview of 
archaeological efforts in Sinkyone Wilderness SP.  Documents regarding 
archaeology, historic documentation, and copies of State Parks site record 
forms for most of the resources within the Park were obtained from the 
State Parks North Coast Redwood District Office in Eureka. 

An information request was submitted to the North Coast Information 
Center (NCIC), for the project area as a whole.  The purpose of the NCIC 
search was to determine whether there were previously recorded historic 
resources or if archaeological surveys had been performed within or in the 
vicinity of the project area.  The NCIC had records of almost 20 
archaeological surveys that had been conducted within the project area 
(Appendix E, not publicly available).  Site record forms pertaining to 
resources identified during those surveys are on file with Sinkyone 
Wilderness SPthe State Parks North Coast Redwood District Office.  
Archaeological surveys within the Park have focused on the interior 
sections of the Park, rather than the coastal strand.
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Page 2-59, Cultural Resources, will be revised to read: 

Archaeology of the Project Area 

Formal archaeology in the Park vicinity began in the late 1970s.  
Archaeological surveys have been conducted in relation to prehistoric 
resources, logging operations, road repair, and slope restoration, as well 
as other projects. 

Prehistoric and historic use of the project area appears to be well 
understood.  Historic maps and deeds round out the historic picture. 

Cultural resources within Sinkyone Wilderness SP have been subjected to 
a number of impacts, including theft, that have caused damage or total 
destruction.  Chiefly, past logging activities have resulted in widespread 
damage and destruction of cultural resources. ChieflyAlso, erosion of 
various types (coastal, stream, alluvial) has washed away site 
components.  Other factors, such as removal, destruction or recycling of 
structures in the historic lumber towns and mill areas have left little surface 
evidence of the large-scale exploitation of lumber in the 19th and 20th 
centuries in the project area.  Foot or equestrian traffic, looting, 
construction or maintenance of Park facilities, and road removal or re-
contouring has caused cumulative damage to some sites.  In spite of the 
imposing terrain of the project area, it clearly has been the focus of 
significant prehistoric and historic development.  The potential for 
retrieving important data from known and as-yet undiscovered resources 
is significant. 

Native American Interests 

The InterTribal Sinkyone Wilderness Council (Council) was formed in 
1986 to address local Indian tribe tribal concerns in the Sinkyone region.  
The Council consists of ten (10)11 federally recognized tribes whose 
memberships include descendants of original Sinkyone Indian families.  
The Council’s goals include the preservation, protection, and restoration of 
cultural-natural resources and the reinstatement of local Indian peoples’ 
traditional values and land uses in the Sinkyone region.  The Council owns 
lands located adjacent to and east of the Sinkyone Wilderness SP.  The 
Council developed and executed conservation easements to protect in 
perpetuity the cultural and natural resources within the InterTribal 
Sinkyone Wilderness.  The Council administers projects in cultural 
resource protection, land management planning, reforestationforest 
stewardship, salmon stream restoration, and watershed rehabilitation.  
The Council emphasizes traditional cultural uses by local tribal members, 
resource restoration and stewardship, and ecology education.  InterTribal 
Sinkyone Wilderness Council priority projects include:  (1) development of 
limited public access low-impact InterTribal campgrounds and trails that 
will link directly to the Lost Coast Trail in the Sinkyone Wilderness State 
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within the Park, which traverses the longest stretch of coastal wilderness 
in the lower 48 states; (2) continued salmonid habitat restoration work at 
Wolf Creek (Jackass Creek) and other Sinkyone streams; (3) planning for 
Tribal Heavy Equipment Operator Training Project 2004–05 for the 
Sinkyone Wilderness SP Watershed Rehabilitation-Roads Removal 
Program on the Council’s InterTribal land; (4) development of a Forest 
Management Plan and an Integrated Resource Management Plan to 
guide the InterTribal Parks  

Page 2-60, Cultural Resources, will be revised to read: 

possessive long-term stewardshipadvocacy during the timber harvest plan 
process for protection of Sinkyone cultural resources on neighboring 
industrial timberlands; and 5) resource management partnership projects 
with California State Parks in the adjacent Sinkyone Wilderness SP (Trees 
Foundation 2003). 

The Council has formally commented during the entire planning process to 
express theirits concerns and ideas for the General Plan/ Environmental 
Impact Report.  Among the topics brought for discussion were protection 
of cultural resources in cooperation with the Council and other 
stakeholders, cooperative management of Park resources, watershed 
restoration, road to trail conversions, and maximum wilderness 
designation. 

Page 2-63, Recreational Facilities, will be revised to read: 

Briceland Road (County Road 435) runs parallel to the coast within the 
Park starting at Four Corners and ending at Orchard Camp.  The road is 
narrow, and subject to washouts., and The section of road from Needle 
Rock to Orchard Camp is closed during the rainy season. 

 
Page 2-64, Recreation Facilities, Table 2-5, will be revised as follows: 

 
Table 2-5 

Existing Recreation Facilities in Sinkyone Wilderness State Park 
Facility Description Total 

# Sites Visitor Capacity 
Family Camping Facilities 

Primitive/undeveloped (up to 8 people and two vehicles, 
tent space, stove, table, and nearby piped water, 
chemical or vault toilet)

52 416 

Developed 0 0 
RV Hookup 0 0 
Trail Campsite 12 96 
Hike-in or Bike Campsite 0 0 
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Page 2-67, Buildings, will be revised to read: 

Sinkyone Wilderness SP includes 14 buildings that are located throughout 
the Park and 21 vault toilets. The most well known and most often used 
buildings are the Needle Rock Visitor Center and the old barn house, both 
located on the north end of the Park on Briceland Road.  Needle Rock 
was a small settlement that was well established inby the early 
1900s1920s as a shipping point and dairy operation.  The Needle Rock 
Visitor Center was the home of the Calvin Cooper Stewart family that 
settled at Needle Rock. 

 
Page 2-69, Parking, will be revised to read: 

Limited parking is available in the Park.  Several parking places are 
available at the Needle Rock Visitor Center and approximately 5 are 
available at Orchard Camp.  At the southern end of the Park, Usal Beach 
Campground and Usal Beach also provide parking areas. 

 
Page 2-81, Issues Analysis, Cultural Resources, will be revised to read: 

Culturally significant areas within the Park were identified as part of the 
planning process and the General Plan/ Environmental Impact Report 
aims to protect these resources and includes coordination with authorized 
Native American stakeholderstribal representatives to identify and 
preserve the important Native American sites.  Protection and 
management of significant resources are important issues addressed in 
the General Plan/ Environmental Impact Report. 

Page 3-7, Natural Resources Management, will be revised to read: 
 

The unique hydrologic and geomorphic processes of the California Coast 
Range and the influence of the Pacific Ocean have resulted in a mosaic of 
natural communities providing important habitat for many plant, fish and 
wildlife species.  Allowing natural processes to occur is crucial for the 
perpetuation of healthy ecosystems at Sinkyone Wilderness SP.  Where 
natural processes have been substantially altered or interrupted by human 
influences, attempts should be made to restore processes to more natural 
conditions.  Restoration activities should be directed toward self-
maintaining levels, where possible.  The non-human spread of forest pests 
can also significantly affect forest conditions and the health of specific 
plant species, such as native populations of pine and oaks, necessitating 
effective management strategies for their control.
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Page 3-8, Natural Resource Management, Plant Life, will be revised as follows: 
 

Invasive Weeds 
The presence of invasive weeds disrupts natural processes and may 
degrade natural plant communities, including sensitive riparian areas and 
other important wildlife habitats that are critical to maintaining naturally 
functioning ecosystems within Sinkyone Wilderness SP.  Proactive control 
of invasive weeds at Sinkyone Wilderness SP, therefore, is an important 
component to natural resource management. 
 
Invasive Pests 
The presence of invasive pests, especially the invasive exotic pest 
Phytophthora ramorum, the cause of sudden oak death, can also degrade 
natural plant communities.  A concern of sudden oak death mortality is the 
potential for invasive weed species to occupy the newly disturbed areas. 

 
Page 3-12, Natural Resources Management, Plant Life, a guideline will be 
added: 
 

Guideline NR – 1N:  Develop management strategies to reduce and, 
where possible, eliminate causes and effects of forest pest outbreaks, 
specifically the occurrence of pitch canker and/or sudden oak death. 

 
Page 3-15, Cultural Resources, will be revised to read: 

< Guideline CUL-1A:  Develop an inventory, GIS mapping system, and 
database for those cultural resources within the Park that may be eligible 
for inclusion in the National Register of Historic Places and/or the 
California Register of Historic Resources.  Confidentiality of this database 
will conform to Government Code 6254 “Restriction of Archaeological 
Record Disclosure” and 6254.10 “Information Maintained by Department 
of Parks and Recreation.” 

< Guideline CUL-1B: Consult regularly with local Native American people 
and groupstribes and tribal organizations who have traditional ties to 
resources within the Park to ensure productive, collaborative working 
relationships, especially when considering management practices, such 
as the Department’s gathering policy, and interpretation involving the 
Park’s natural and cultural resources of interest and concern to them. 

Page 3-16, Cultural Resources, will be revised to read: 

< Guideline CUL-1E:  If a finding of significance for cultural resources has 
not been made, determine significance prior to undertaking programs for 
development or rehabilitation of an area to natural conditions.  Any plan 
for restoration, remodeling, adaptive reuse, or non-use should be 
evaluated using adopted standards such as the Secretary of the Interior’s 
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Standards for the Treatment of Historic Properties and will require careful 
consideration to ensure the widest public benefit and resource protection, 
until such time as the more comprehensive CRMP can be completed.  

< Guideline CUL-1F:  Establish a program to protect significant cultural 
resources from adverse effects resulting from Park use, development of 
facilities, and resource management programs (when determined to be 
subordinate to the cultural resource). 

< Guideline CUL-1G:  Work with groups interested in ethnographic studies 
and research programs that will address past ways of life of the Sinkyone 
within the Park.  Research topics should address settlement patterns, land 
management techniques, subsistence technology, trade and exchange, 
and sociopolitical functions. No inappropriate infringement of sacred sites 
or other culturally-sensitive areas should occur as a result of these studies 
and research programs. 

< Guideline CUL-1H:  Provide a buffer for the protection of especially 
significant Park historic, prehistoric, and archaeological sites or properties 
of concern to Native Americans by considering the acquisition of additional 
land or conservation easements from willing sources.  Work with groups 
such as the InterTribal Sinkyone Wilderness Council to achieve 
conservation of these culturally important lands. 

Page 3-27, Fire Hazards and Management, the guideline will be revised as 
follows: 
 

Guideline FIRE-1D:  Educate visitors about the importance of fire as an 
ecological process that is essential to the health of the Park’s plant and 
animal communities.  This would include the risks of wildland fire, as well 
as fire prevention methods. 

 
Page 3-27, Roads and Trails, the guideline will be revised as follows: 
 

Guideline RT-1C:  Evaluate the Park’s entire roads and trails system and 
prepare a Roads and Trails Management Plan with guidelines for the 
management of existing roads and trails.  This management plan should 
guide the placement and use of any future roads, trails, and trail camps, 
and evaluate opportunities for non-motorized transportation for the elderly 
and disabled persons.  Work with Mendocino County to evaluate options 
to transfer ownership of Briceland Road from Four Corners to Bear Harbor 
to State Parks. 

 
Page 3-28, Roads and Trails, a guideline will be added: 
 

Guideline RT – 1F:  Provide universal access to all park facilities, such as 
buildings, trails, campsites, and picnic sites and their contents, parking, 
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and routes of travel where feasible (see reference to accessibility 
guidelines in section 2.2, Planning Influences). 

 
Page 4-10, Cultural Resources, Impact Analysis will be revised to read: 
 

A total of 65 prehistoric and historic sites, features, and artifacts have 
been documented within the Park as a result of various cultural resource 
investigations.  These resources have been identified in the Wilderness 
and Non-Wilderness areas within Sinkyone Wilderness SP and include 
early Native American settlements, isolated prehistoric artifacts, and 
historic-period resources such as homesteads and railroads and traces of 
early logging and ranching activities.  Although much of the Park has 
never been subjected to an inclusive systematic archaeological inventory, 
it is apparent that many of the prehistoric and historic sites situated in the 
Park show that early Native American populations were exploiting utilizing 
the rich and varied floral and faunal resources available in area. 

Page 4-18, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, will be revised as follows: 
 

Implementation of the General Plan would not result in a substantial 
increase in the use of hazardous materials (e.g. propane) within the Park.  
Day-to-day operation of the Park does not involve the transport or disposal 
of hazardous materials, and the Park would continue to contract with 
licensed providers of propane.  The Department recently installed a solar 
system at the Needle Rock House, which significantly reduced 
dependence upon the use of propane, thereby and may reduceing the 
need to transport propane into the Park.  All use of hazardous materials, 
as well as the development of new storage tanks or areas, would be in 
compliance with state and federal laws and regulations.  Furthermore, the 
Park is not located within one-quarter mile of a school or airport. 
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